DRAFT 7.3 BIOS

Sandra Campbell's first novel, Getting to Normal was included in NOWToronto’s choice for best books of 2001. From 2002-05 she co-edited Espritpublications an online journal of personal narratives. Lost and Found, her memoir-in-progress  tells of the relationship between two sisters that was ruptured by death, then recovered through music and memory. Her new novel The Pig and the Soprano is inspired by the life of Georgina Stirling, a 19th century soprano from Newfoundland who dared to step outside of social conventions to achieve her desires. Her new workshop series, Writing the Body combines her visual media work with her yoga and a keen sense of play to awaken memory and the imagination and the stories inside us.

Lily Quan is a writer and editor in Riverdale. She is a graduate of the Creative Book Publishing Program at Humber College. Her work has appeared in The Globe and Mail newspaper, CBC Radio and Homemakers magazine. In 2006, Lily was shortlisted for the final fiction issue of Toronto Life magazine. She is currently writing a historical fiction novel set in 1890s Chicago, at the time of the World’s Fair. She received a Toronto Arts Council Grant in 2010 for emerging writers, and this fall was a member of a jury at the Toronto Arts Council..

Melanie Isis Tinken is a creative writer residing in Toronto. She has collaborated with visual artists in exhibitions at the Common Room, Zypr and Roadside Attractions galleries. Her poem “Resistance” was shortlisted in the Contemporary Verse 2, 48-hour poetry contest and she has had work published in the Writing Space Journal and Broken Pencil magazine. She was the founder and participant of the Freefall writing circle and accepted in to the residential program of the Sage Hill writing experience. She is currently working on a book length work of poetry. Fascinated by the process and power of writing as an art form and a healing tool please visit her blog, Compassionate Narrative at:http://compassionatenarrative.wordpress.com

Myna Wallin is an author and editor living in Toronto. She has her master's degree in English literature from U of T.Her first poetry collection, A Thousand Profane Pieces, was published by Tightrope Books in 2006. Her poetry and prose have appeared widely in journals and anthologies, including Contemporary Verse 2, Descant, Existere, In the Dark, Stories from the Supernatural, the Literary Review of Canada, Matrix, Nod, and Rampike. Myna received an Honourable Mention from Contemporary Verse 2 for their 2009 2-Day Poem Contest, and an Honourable Mention for the 2010 Winston Collins/ Descant Prize for Best Canadian Poem. She was shortlisted in 2011 for the Descant prize again. Myna also edits poetry collections and anthologies and is working on Dawn Kresan's upcoming collection. Her novel, Confessions of a Reluctant Cougar, published by Tightrope Books in 2010, was long-listed for the ReLit award and in a recent Women's Post review, Nyla Matuk writes: "Wallin's merciless wit subverts the chick-lit genre." 

Kathleen Whelan is a writer who lives in Toronto. Her short fiction has appeared in Sub Terrain, Other Voices, Broken Pencil and Blood and Aphorisms. Whelan’s work has been published in the US and Ireland. She is currently part of the Banff Centre’s Wired Writing program and is working on a collection of short fiction, Swimming on Ice.
