Draft 7.2 Bios

Allan Briesmaster is a freelance editor, micro publisher, and one of the four partners in Quattro Books. His most recent full-length poetry collection is Confluences (Seraphim Editions, 2009), and his newest chapbook is After Evening Wine (Alfred Gustav series, 2011). His poetry has also appeared in many journals and anthologies. He was one of the organizers of the Art Bar Poetry Reading Series from 1991 until 2002. He lives in Thornhill, Ontario, with his wife Holly, a visual artist with whom he has collaborated several times.

Farzana Doctor is a Toronto-based author and the recipient of the Writers' Trust of Canada's Dayne Ogilvie Grant (2011). Her first novel, Stealing Nasreen, received critical acclaim and earned a devoted readership upon its release in 2007. She is currently touring her second book, Six Metres of Pavement (Dundurn 2011), which Publishers Weekly has praised as “..a paean to second chances.” In her spare time, she provides private practice consulting and psychotherapy services and is a co-curator of the Brockton Writers Series. www.farzanadoctor.com
Gale Zoë Garnett was born on 23 July 1949, in Parnell, Auckland New Zealand. She is the author of the critically acclaimed novels, Visible Amazement, Transient Dancing and Savage Adoration, and the novella, Room Tone (now in second printing). Her books, essays, poems and stories have been published in Canada, The U.S, France and Germany. 

 Zoë has worked as an actor (all media) since age seven, and as a published writer since her early teens, in magazines, anthologies, essay collections and literary quarterlies (prose and poetry).  She is a Contributing Book Reviewer for The Globe and Mail, and also ‘ad hoc Writer-in-Residence’ for Literature for Life, Toronto-based book-centred organisation for young single mothers who read, write and read to their kids.

She leads both writing and acting workshops and one-on-one sessions on all aspects of giving public readings that work for both reader and listener.  Information re “For Reading Out Loud!” can be found at info@quattrobooks.ca
Zoë is currently working on a new novel and a first play.

Henry Knight is a Toronto artist who has worked in many media, including poetry, ceramics, and sculpture.  He published three books of poetry with Childe Thursday Press in the 1990s. His present work is an attempt to escape from art into shamanism by digging in the sand.  

Karen Mulhallen has just published a new book of poetry with Black Moss Press, The Pillow Books. The collection, which moves from Toronto island, to Turkey, to Italy and then back to the mainland of Toronto began as a conversation with an 11th century Japanese court lady, Sei Shonagon whose own Pillow Book purports to be a secret dairy of amorous adventures and the manners and mores of the court, but also seems to be written for an audience. Karen was fascinated both by the blurring of the line between the public and the private, which seems to be one of the urgent issues of our own time, and by the any other similarities between the Floating World of 11th century Japan and our own culture.

