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Michelle Alfano is a co-organizer of the (Not So) Nice Italian Girls & Friends Reading Series and a Co-Editor with Descant. Her novella Made Up of Arias (Blaurock Press) won the 2010 Bressani Prize for Short Fiction. Her short story “Opera”, on which her novella Made Up of Arias is based, was a finalist for a Journey Prize anthology. Her fiction and non-fiction work has been widely published in major literary publications. She will be featured in a forthcoming documentary on the passengers, and the children of the passengers, of the Saturnia which will be featured on OMNI-TV in June 2011. She is currently at work at a new novel entitled Vita’s Prospects. 
Baila Ellenbogen is a poet and psycho-educational consultant who resides  in Vaughan, Ontario, with her family. She conducts research in conjunction with the Ontario Institute for Studies in Education at the University of Toronto, which focuses on poetry composition and investigates the cognitive and creative processes that underlie writing.
Catherine Graham is the author of four acclaimed poetry collections: The Watch (Abbey Press, Northern Ireland) and the poetry trilogy Pupa, The Red Element and Winterkill (Insomniac Press). Vice President of Project Bookmark Canada and Marketing Coordinator for the Rowers Pub Reading Series, she holds an MA in Creative Writing from Lancaster University (UK) and teaches creative writing at the University of Toronto School of Continuing Studies and the Haliburton School of the Arts. Her work has appeared in such journals as Joyland: A hub for short fiction, The New Quarterly, Descant, The Fiddlehead, Web del Sol, Poetry Ireland Review and she is anthologized in The White Page/An Bhileog Bhan: Twentieth Century Irish Women Poets. Visit: 
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Kathryn Kuitenbrouwer is an award wining creative writing teacher through The University of Toronto School of Continuing Studies and online through The New York Times Knowledge Network. She also advises thesis students through their MFAs at The University of Guelph. Kathryn is the author of two novels, Perfecting and The NettleSpinner, and the short fiction collection, Way Up. She has short fiction forthcoming in Significant Objects: The Book, as well as the literary journals Filter, Riddle Fence, Grantaand The Walrus.  www
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Nicholas Power has recently published No Poems from Battered Press, The Steady Pull of a Curious Dog with Gesture Press and a collection of poems [a modest device] with The Writing Space. Poems have appeared lately in Descant, bywords.ca, leafpress.ca and ottawater.com. He is a founding member of Meet the Presses collective, has performed with the sound poetry ensemble Alexander’s Dark Band, and his poetry was recently part of an installation at the Side Space Gallery. This summer he will be part of the Fringe Festival in a dance musical based on his poetry.
